№. : | е T у P 2% 


VOLUMES 7-12 


ML Мы © € | 








В. CRUMB 
SRETCHBCOKS 









"oz 
3 


Моварч 
ЕЧ Os 


UNDERSTANDS, > 


AMD OF 
[OW] Cau P. 


H 
TH 
>} 


COURSE... 


gru eme 
Í 
З 


ea и - Leg i № 





` — г aT ge ae = 
F „тШ e p e OA EI us сга акаат 
Fry се REUS T e Satna 


> И е ле проч г 
к о SES 
xit Mares ac e ае ат 
š т F AE И EE а 
۴ z Pup. o иг ? 
^ came = е! Тай. айы Жыр, чт prom or 
ин 
ea UTE Extern 
2 = F р м n 
L Fg RE Mr car mme 
: a dc PD es 
Ge ut Ux EL са. 
+ PRE oem 


a ` 






























d amr. sem ay 








1982-2011 





wo ir Sx ace s = 
о кон, 






VOLUMES 9-12 








Б СИНЬ | 
ST 





amor i": 
> у еу re 








ON s ы кыгын 
X чыр ЕЕ wl АХ E ee 
— چ‎ Е — ° < аа x? 
== ps 2 o dia м 


TASCHEN 









his teaser is produced at the 
actual size and using the 
¢ same paper stock as the book H 














РАТИ | 
RE | | | 
EON 


ume T 
Wit rien eh] 
М Jn |6 ! L. m ш 0 | v 


rz ППП и 
ik | п, ! if 
W eho | 
15 БАРТ ОЕ THE FACE OF "FRIENDLY ЕАМ”. 


ilh 
ا‎ 


ъ 


[T В CORPORATE, TOP-DOWN, WAIVE, FEE 





= X VE, Fuss 
RBGGRESSTUELY ЗҮ LARGE, P3NEFRPUL ПОВАН Тва SHED 
ТЕЗ PORCES DOT ALL ЕМИЕ WEAVER, š 
PETITIO E АВИЛА Fal “ANC. duco 

Ж T PIS or ñ Dou 








Пщу mumurs wae, a Peach Hr- mud 
ч mu Hmrrir,, 

P^ QY ласк. Мни, DEMANDE racer Wy я Сы 

reir TR OTT Тыт anqa ini WE ipa: фз - 
„Б. IDEGA ADAIRATIMA, ORONO ETH, Ter posee, инь л чы 
ALL TEE GAINES TO МАНЕ MEREN DOPVLAR MUSIC 
| | ‚КЕ | T 

THE UGLY, &BNOETOUS  ABSRESSITETY | MUSIC 
Aub EVER: PRESENT HE THT PT qe TENT HATEFUL 


a ONIY A PENSE... 


VEM 


= a — 


A LONESCME, © 
а л Ё 
















“[СгитьЬ is] the Brueghel of 
the second half of the 20th century." 


— Robert Hughes, essayist and art critic 
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“The Brueghel of the second half | 


THE BEST OF Q9; Cum 


Personally Selected from Original Drawings 


Robert Crumb has been called a genius, an insightful 
social commentator, a wicked humorist, and just plain 
wicked. His insistence on spilling his eccentric personal 
fantasies onto the page has won him adoring fans and 
vicious critics, though few deny that his talent equals 
the art stars’ of the 20th Century. One of three artistically 
inclined brothers, Robert escaped the family curse of 
mental illness through decades of self- prescribed art 
therapy. From 1964 until 2011 his obsessive daily drawing 
filled hundreds of sketchbooks. Now aged 67 Crumb has 
found a measure of peace, a cautious optimism, with his 
wife Aline, daughter Sophie, and two grandchildren in 
asmall French village. Accordingly, his artistic output has 
slowed, while the value of anything he puts his hand to 
increases. He no longer needs to fill sketchbooks, which 
makes this six-book boxed set such a treasure. 

This is the first collection of Robert Crumb 
sketches to be printed from the original art since the 
hardbound, slip cased, seven volume series issued by 
the German publisher Zweitausendeins between 1981 


THE EDITOR: 

Dian Hanson was born in Seattle in 1951. For 25 years 
she produced various men's magazines, including Puritan, 
Juggs and Leg Show, before becoming TASCHEN’s 
sexy book editor in 2001. Her many books for TASCH EN 
include Vanessa del Rio: Fifty Years of Slightly Slutty 
Behavior, Tom of Finland XXL, and The Big Butt Book. 
She lives in Los Angeles. 


of this month, more like.” 
— Robert Crumb 


and 1997. Unlike the Zweitausendeins edition, which 
included every doodle Crumb ever made, our new edition 
has been personally edited by the notoriously picky 
artist to include only what he considers his finest work. 
Most important, this set included 600 late period 
drawings never published in any previous sketchbook 
collection. Robert Crumb requested TASCH EN publish 
the books representing the second half of his career first 








specifically to showcase these new sketches. Knowing 
the demand for new Crumb material we could hardly 





refuse, and agreed not to release the six-volume boxed 








set representing work created between 1964 and 1981 
until next year. 

Limited to 1000 copies, this boxed set includes an 
art print titled The Little Guy That Lives Inside ту 
Brain (1986), hand-colored, numbered, and signed 
by the artist, while the first of the six volumes bears an 





embossed studio stamp. Signed, original, never before 
published: these words describe an instant collectible sure 
to increase in value. 


THE ARTIST: 
Robert Crumb was born in Philadelphia in 1943 and 
encouraged by his older brother Charles to draw comics 
in childhood. He credits his mid-’60s LSD use with 
turning him to the underground style that made his fame, 
best illustrated in the comics Zap, Snatch, Dig Ass, Weirdo, 
and Hup. He has released scores of books, 

including TASCH ЕМ” Sex Obsessions í = 
(2007), and is the subject of the 27 4 
biographical film Crumb (1994). 
He lives in France with his wife, 
Aline Kominsky-Crumb. 
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E Acn COPY INCLUDES AN ORIGINAL PRINT 
SIGNED BY ROBERT CRUMB 
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LUE 


К.) 22 | 
WX Ts WINE А Edition of 1000 copies, stamped and 
БИС еШ numbered 
Ax. - ШШ ^7 








Six 224-page volumes, for a total of 1344 pages 


(ә\ A hand-written introduction, title and 
stamped number page 


= Each volume is designed to mimic a school 
composition book, the artist's first sketchbook 
format, quarter bound and debossed, with a 
tipped in title card 





Coming in 2013 7 


2 Вох is adorned on three sides with drawings 
hand-colored by Crumb exclusively for this 
edition 


14 Includes an art print titled The Little Guy 
That Lives Inside my Brain (1986), 
hand-colored, numbered and signed by 


Robert Crumb 


Robert Crumb, The Sketchbooks 1964 - 1981 
1344 more pages, 300 pages of original color, 
hand-tinted, signed print 
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INTRODUCTION 


TO VOLUMES 7 THROUGH 12 
DEC. 1982 — MARCH 2011 


VoLuwEs 7 ruRU 12. oF THIS SERIES OF SKETCHBOOKS COVER A PERIOD OF AL- 
MOST THIRTY YEARS OF MY ILLUSTRIOUS CAREER AS AN ILLUSTRATOR /CARTOON- 
IST, OR ARTIST, IF YOU WILL. ONE MIGHT EVEN SAY, THE LAST HALF, AS 1 REALLY 
HAVE STOPPED DRAWING IN SKETCHBOOKS ON A REGULAR BASIS. YoU MAY OBSERVE, TO- 
WARD THE END OF THIS SERIES, IN THE LAST COUPLE OF VOLUMES, THERE STARTS TO 
BE FEWER AND FEWER DRAWINGS PER YEAR. THE COMPULSION TO DRAW IN SKETCHBOOKS 
HAS GRADUALLY TAPERED OFF OVER THE YEARS UNTIL NOW | RARELY DO IT ANYMORE. I 
WON'T BORE YOU BY TRYING TO EXPLAIN WHY THAT IS, ГМ NOT SURE 1 KNOW WHY, THE 
MOTIVATION HAS VERY SLOWLY DWINDLED AWAY, YOU MAY THINK, “GEE, THAT'S SO SAD! SUCH 
A TALENTED ARTIST! WHAT А SHAME!" BUT DON'T FEEL SAD. L DON'T. I'M 68 YEARS 
OLD. I'VE DONE SOMUCH DRAWING IN MM LIFE! I'VE GOT SO MANY BOOKS OF MY OWN 
ARTWORK! 1'VE LEFT MY BIG ОГ MARK ON THE WORLD. I'VE DRAWN EVERYTHING, 
OVER AND OVER AGAIN. FOR DECADES MY IDENTITY WAS COMPLETELY TIED UP WITH 
DRAWING PICTURES. SLOWLY, АТОМ BY ATOM, I HAVE BEEN SEPARATING FROM THIS 1- 
DENTITY. YT HAS NOT BEEN A DELIBERATE, CONSCIOUS PROCESS. NO,IN FACT MY EGO 
CLUNG TO THIS ARTIST IDENTITY. 1 WAS THE GUY WHO DREW ALL THE TIME, ALWAYS 
DOODLING IN THAT BOOK. THAT WAS В. CRUMB. WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING ТО МЕ IS THAT 
FATE, THE GODS, THE FORCE, HAS BEEN SLOWLY, GENTLY PULLING ME AWAY, D/SENTANG- 
LING ME FROM THIS IDENTITY, RELUCTANTLY HAVE L LET IT GO. 1 WAS SCARED OF BEING 
WITHOUT IT. IN MY YOUTH IT WAS ALL 1 KNEW. JT WAS HOW 1 COPED WITH THE 
WORLD, IT WAS MY VERY SURVIVAL. I HAD NOTHING ELSE. IT WAS NOT JUST FOR THE 
AESTHETIC PLEASURE OF IT THAT 1 DREW, IT WAS MAINLY TO STAY ALIVE? 

OF COURSE I STILL DRAW TO EARN A LIVING, IT'S STILL MY BREAD AND BUTTER, 
BUT IT IS NO LONGER THE CORE OF MY IDENTITY. | NO LONGER LIVE MY LIFE ON PAPER. 
IN A SENSE, 1 SIMPLY, SLOWLY OUT-GREW IT. THAT'S NOT TO SAY THAT 1 DON'T STILL 
ENJOY DRAWING WHEN Т DO IT. PERHAPS IT'S JUST THAT MY EGO 15 NO LONGER. 
SO COMPLETELY IMMERSED INIT. I HAVE OTHER FISH TO FRY. MY EGO HAS DIVERS- 
IFIED. IT'S BEEN INTERESTING. IT HAS NOTHING TO pO WITH PUBLIC RECOGNITION OR LEAN- 
ING ONE'S MARK, I DID THAT, AND [т 1$ THAT WHICH 15 OF INTEREST HERE. ANYTHING ELSE 
IS MY OWN PRIVATE CONCERN. TO START TALKING ABOUT IT NOW WOULD GE JUST A BUNCH 
OF BLATHER THAT YoU CAN HEAR IN ANY CORNER BAR. 

MUCH OF THE MATERIAL IN THESE BOOKS HAS BEEN PRINTED BEFORE. THE GERMAN 
PUBLISHER ZWEITAUSENDEINS (2004 ) DID A VERY FINE SERIES OF SEVEN BOOKS OF SKETCH- 
BOOK MATERIAL YEARS AGO, BUT THIS SERIES ENDED AT THE YEAR 1996. MOST OF THE 
DRAWINGS FROM 1996 TO 2044 HAVE NOT BEEN PUBLISHED BEFORE THIS SERIES BY TAS- 
CHEN. THE AMERICAN COMICS PUBLISHER, FANTAGRAPHICS, HAS ALSO PUT OUT A SKETCHBOOK 
SERIES OF TEN BOOKS, WHICH ONLY GOES UP THROUG THE LATE 19105, IN THIS TASCHEN 
SERIES You GET THE WHOLE GAMUT; MID-1960s то 2014, THE YEAR OF THIS WRITING, 
JT'S SELF-EVIDENT FROM THE SIGHT AND HEFT OF THESE TWELVE VOLUMES THAT 1'VE 
DONE MY SHARE OF DRAWING (М THIS LIFE. 


—R. CRUMB, AUGUST, 2014 
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